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CONFIDENTIAL MONROVIA 1231 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: LI, PBOR, NI, OAU, SO, ET 

SUBJECT: VISIT OF NIGERIAN HEAD OF STATE OBASANJO TO MONROVIA 

REF: MONROVIA 1031 

1 . REGINALD TOWNESEND, MINISTER OF STATE FOR PRESIDENTIAL 
AFFAIRS, TOLD THE AMBASSADOR FEBRUARY 20 THAT THE GOL HAD BEEN 
EXTREMELY PLEASED WITH THE STATE VISIT OF HEAD OF STATE 
OBASANJO TO LIBERIA FEBURARY 19 - 20. OBASANJO'S THEME IN 

HIS PRIVATE TALKS WITH LIBERIAN OFFICIALS (INCLUDING 
TOWNESEND, ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER SIAFA SHERMAN AND MINISTER 
OF FINANCE JT. PHILLIPS) WAS THAT ALTHOUGH NIGERIA WAS LARGER, 

MORE POPULOUS AND BETTER BLESSED IN NATURAL RESOURCES THAN LIBERIA, 
LIBERIA HAD A SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION TO MAKE IN AFRICAN AFFAIRS 
BECAUSE OF ITS TRADITION OF POLITICAL STABILITY AND ITS 
POLITICAL EXPERIENCE AND WISDOM, A TRADITION WHICH BBASANJO 
SAID NIGERIA DID NOT YET HAVE. BECAUSE OF THIS COMBINATION 
OF ATTRIBUTES, ACCORDING TO OBASANJO. LIBERIA AND NIGERIA WERE 
A POTENT FORCE WORKING TOGETHER FOR UNITY AND PROGRESS IN AFRICA. 

2. THE TWO LEADERS DISCUSSED THE POSSIBILITY OF ESTABLISHING 
A JOINT COMMISSION TO LOOK AT THE POSSIBILITIES OF MORE 
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BILATERAL COOPERATION. IT WAS NOTED THAT LIBERIA EXPORTS IRON 
ORE WHICH MIGHT BE SOLD TO THE NASCENT STEEL INDUSTRY IN 
NIGERIA AND THAT LIBERIAN LATEX OUTPUT MIGHT FIND A MARKET IN 
THE NIGERIAN TIRE INDUSTRY. 

3. WITH REGARD TO ZIMBABWE, THE TWO LEADERS AGREED IN THEIR 
PRIVATE TALKS THAT THE POPULAR FRONT MUST NOT BE OMITTED FROM 
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ANY SOLUTION AND THAT THE ANGLO-AMERICAN PROPOSALS REMAINED 
THE BEST APPROACH TO A LONG TERM POLITICAL SETTLEMENT IN 
RHODESIA. 

4. COMMENT: LIBRIA HAS TENDED TO BE SOMEWHAT JEALOUS OF THE 
PROMINENT ROLE IN AFRICAN AFFAIRS ASSUMED BY NIGERIA BECAUSE 
OF ITS WEALTH AND SIZE. OBASANJO'S STATESMANLIKE DEFERENCE TO 
LIBERIA'S "EXPERIENCE" AND "STABILITY" OBVIOUSLY PLEASED THE GOL. 
CARTER 
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